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EthiopiaGrass project has implemented an approach 
where farmers’ opinions are integrated in identifying the 
most climate robust, productive, and soil-protecting 
forage technologies under smallholders’ marginal and 
heterogeneous production environments.
With the hypothesis that data generated through citizen 
science can reveal insights into farmer-preferred traits 
and gender-specific differences in technology adoption, 
a total of 600 farmers from northern and southern parts 
of Ethiopia have been engaged in a large-scale farmer-
led grassland testing trial. Since July 2022, participants 
are registered to grow and compare three different 
grass-legume mixes on their fields. Up to four harvests 
have been carried out in two cycles and documented 
using an open-source digital platform that manages 
experimental citizen science project in agriculture, 
primarily crop variety testing.

Based on insights attained from the citizen-science 
based research, we will proceed with identifying similar 
agroecological landscapes that are suitable for upscaling 
of the selected technologies. Using bio-economic 
household level modeling, we will also investigate the 
synergies and trade-offs of technology adoption across 
household types and deduct lessons at landscape scales.
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